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1 INT. WORKPLACE/ RECEPTION AREA - DAY

KARA (30) is a secretary. She loves her job. And it shows - 
she is a ray of sunshine to anyone who walks through the 
doors of the law offices of Wright and Wright.

Kara is in the middle of a call. While she is holding the 
phone it is clear she has an ENGAGEMENT RING. The caller is a 
doty old person: bread and butter for Kara.

KARA
(into the phone)

The 24th is actually a Tuesday, Mr 
Price.

Beat.

KARA
(into the phone)

So that's still fine? Are you sure?

Beat.

KARA
(into the phone)

I'll check with Mr Wright and see if 
he can squeeze you in that day. Is 
that OK, Mr Price? OK then, talk to 
you soon.

Kara puts the phone down and checks her watch. Twelve. Time 
for a break.

2 INT. WORKPLACE/ KITCHEN SPACE - DAY

In a kitchen space, Kara heads towards the kettle. On the way 
she acknowledges PETER (22), a young intern currently reading 
the newspaper. He is the only other person on break.

Peter is smitten with Kara - though he does his best to be 
respectful and remain professional.

Kara fills the kettle in the sink.

Peter takes his eyes away from the newspaper, hoping to start 
a conversation. He is nervous. He waits for his moment before 
he commits to going through with it.

Kara taps her finger on the counter, waiting for the kettle 
to boil. Her idleness presents the opening Peter was waiting 
for.
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PETER
(stuttering)

Have you seen this story in the paper?

Peter points down at it.

Kara has no problems with idle work chit-chat. She enjoys it.

KARA
Yeah? What is it?

Kara takes a cursory glance at the paper; she can just about 
see the headline from the worktop. It reads "Cure for 
Insecurity".

PETER
Brain implants. Supposedly you can get 
them to change parts of your 
personality. The cost isn't ridiculous 
either.

KARA
Oh God! My fiancee spends most of his 
free time reading sci-fi stuff, 
playing video games. Even he wouldn't 
have imagined stuff like this would 
actually happen.

Peter nervously smiles, glancing towards the engagement ring, 
unsure of how to proceed. Kara throws him a bone.

KARA
You're a young intern. Have you 
figured out the legalities of it all?

Peter blushes.

PETER
I'd guess if you choose to go of your 
own volition it's fine. It's maybe one 
of these things where the government 
is playing catch-up. Craig - Mr Wright 
- will probably know more.

KARA
Does it mention what aspect of their 
personality people want to change the 
most?

PETER
Their confidence.
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Kara smiles and raises her eyebrows like she's heard an 
interesting revelation.

She turns around. The kettle has boiled.

3 INT. WORKPLACE/ BOSS'S OFFICE - DAY

CRAIG (50) has a messy office. He is reading the same news 
story as Peter, only on his computer instead.

As he notices Kara approaching through a window, he fixes his 
hair. Craig has a WEDDING RING.

Kara knocks on the door and Craig quickly pulls his hands 
away from his hair.

KARA
You wanted me?

Craig lets the question hang in the air.

CRAIG
My Monday morning...clear it.

KARA
OK. I'll have to let people know 
why...

CRAIG
I don't know. Come up with something. 
You can sell it. Just don't tell them 
I'm spending quality time with my wife 
- they won't believe that.

Craig thinks he's funny. Kara bats the crap off like she's 
used to it.

KARA
I'll tell them you've had to meet a 
client at their home.

CRAIG
Thank you.

KARA
Is that all?

CRAIG
Yeah.

Kara leaves them room. Craig plays about with his wedding
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ring, like he wants it off. He's got his eye set on Kara.

4 INT. WORKPLACE/RECEPTION AREA - DAY

A new day and Kara is back on the front desk. The phone is in 
her hand once again. She speaks in a more discreet tone: it's 
not a business call.

There are images of houses for sale on her computer. This 
reveals the context of the call.

KARA
(into the phone)

Sorry - I've got to be quick, I 
shouldn't really be doing this, I'm at 
work. Have you had any word on our 
offer?

Kara looks at a nice, snug bungalow in the country. The one 
she wants.

Unfortunately, it's not good news from the other side of the 
line.

KARA
(into the phone)

Wait, so you didn't receive anything 
from us? I told him to...

Kara sighs in frustration before politely composing herself.

KARA
(into the phone)

Thank you. We'll be in touch soon.

As Kara puts the phone down, Craig comes through the front 
door towards her. Kara closes the property website.

Craig is smiling. It seems like a manufactured smile. Kara is 
a bit confused, but she also tries to return a smile in kind.

KARA
What are you so happy about?

CRAIG
I don't know. I feel good. Sometimes 
it happens.

Craig leans over the desk.
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CRAIG
How about you and I get dinner 
tonight?

Kara is baffled by the forwardness of the request. But she is 
willing to believe her ears have failed her, or that the 
question was not meant in the tone it was offered in.

KARA
Why are you asking me that?

CRAIG
Five years you've been here and I've 
been thinking about you all the time. 
I can't stop. I finally wanted to do 
something about it.

KARA
I'm seeing someone. You know that.

CRAIG
So?

KARA
You're making me uncomfortable.

CRAIG
I need an answer.

KARA
No.

Craig takes a step back from the desk. The smile hasn't 
wavered.

CRAIG
I'll ask again later on. And I'll be 
expecting a different answer.

Kara doesn't reply. She is taken aback.

Craig goes for one big last dose of eye contact and then 
heads to the offices.

5 INT. WORKPLACE/ GENERAL OFFICE SPACE - DAY

Kara heads to the watercooler. Peter, the young intern, is 
sat at his desk doing work. He gets up immediately upon 
seeing Kara and also heads to the watercooler.

Peter has cast off the nervous boy he was before.
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PETER
Kara, you look beautiful today.

Kara never expected such words to pour so brazenly from his 
mouth.

KARA
What?

PETER
I said you are one of the most 
beautiful women I've ever seen. It 
makes my day when we talk to each 
other. I'd like to get to know you 
more, but I know you're engaged.

KARA
Yes, I am.

Kara gets a plastic cup. The water can't filter in quickly 
enough.

PETER
Look, I'm going to go ahead and say 
it. I'm a law graduate. I'm gonna be 
well off. Who knows? In ten years I 
may have my own firm. We'd have enough 
money to go the most exotic places. We 
could make love in five star hotel 
suites and order champagne afterwards 
from room service. I've got my eye on 
Abu Dhabi. This may all sound a little 
forward, but it's what I think about 
when I look at you, when I talk to 
you. That's the truth.

Peter sincerely means this. It is coming straight from the 
heart.

Kara is no longer projecting her ray of sunshine image. She 
is shocked and disgusted.

Her reaction does not halt Peter in his pursuit.

PETER
I think I'd be better than your 
current boyfriend. I don't waste my 
time playing video games.

KARA
You're wasting your time right now.



                                                          7. 

Created using Celtx                                          

Kara has her full cup of water and walks off. Peter shrugs 
the rejection off. She'll come back, how can she not?

6 INT. WORKPLACE/RECEPTION AREA - DAY

Kara is back on the desk, checking through her emails.

An old man - MR PRICE (75) - comes through the door. The 
noise of his walking stick brings Kara's attention away from 
the computer.

Mr Price walks with a swagger despite the cane - he's had 
some of the confidence boost too.

Kara smiles to greet a potential client, though it's not the 
impeccably smooth smile she usually gives. The previous 
encounters with her colleagues still weigh on her mind.

MR PRICE
Hello. I've got an appointment today 
at half three.

Kara recognises the voice from the phone.

KARA
Mr Price?

(beat)
We've spoken over the phone. Actually, 
I've got it noted down here that your 
appointment is with Mr Wright 
tomorrow, as we've discussed.

Mr Price throws formality out of the window.

MR PRICE
Aren't you a beauty?

KARA
Excuse me?

MR PRICE
What's wrong with calling you 
beautiful? In my day it used to be 
taken as a compliment.

KARA
Mr Price, your appointment is 
tomorrow.

MR PRICE
No, it's at half three today, I'm sure
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of it.
(beat)

You know, I used to get girls like you 
every week down the pub. Good times. 
Why did they ever have to stop?

KARA
Mr Price, if you continue to talk to 
me like that, I'm going to have to ask 
you to leave.

MR PRICE
Why? It's only talk. Women your age 
don't know what it's like to be around 
a real, confident man.

Kara is fuming inside now. Still, she won't ditch all sense 
of decorum.

KARA
I've warned you. Now I will ask you to 
leave.

Mr Price takes it on the chin, almost laughs it off.

Kara stares at him, hard. Mr Price begins to walk away.

MR PRICE
Alright, alright - I'm going. But I 
never heard you say no either.

Mr Price exits, the swaggering walk undiminished.

Now on her own, the cracks begin to show. She puts her face 
in her hands. What is going on?     confidence is being                                 Her                     
severely undermined.

7 EXT. KARA'S HOUSE - NIGHT

Kara, still feeling a bit shell-shocked and down from the 
day's events, walks up to her front door. The house is one of 
many in a row. There is a for sale sign.

Her fiancee is in, so the door is open.

8 INT. KARA'S HOUSE/ LIVING ROOM - NIGHT

Kara's fiancee, MAX (30) is sat very close to the TV on an 
office chair. He is engrossed in a video game.

He fails to register Kara entering the room. She wanted
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nothing more than to be noticed.

She still has her jacket on and still carries her handbag. 
She takes a seat on the couch, and waits for Max to pay her 
some attention.

KARA
I've had a terrible day at work. 
Everyone has gone crazy.

MAX
(still engrossed in the game)

Yeah?

Kara sighs.

KARA
Everyday I come in and you're always 
playing that game. You never used to 
be like this. What's wrong? What have 
I done wrong?

Max is a reticent guy. He plays video games to distract from 
his responsibilities to Kara. The regret now shows on his 
face.

KARA
Well?

Max switches the game off and swivels around on the chair. He 
can now feel confidence pulsing through him when he calls 
upon it.

Max smiles at her. But his smile is genuine and warm.

He goes over to sit next to her on the couch. He lovingly 
starts playing with her hair. Kara is receptive.

MAX
Kara, I love you. I know I don't say 
it enough.

(beat)
I've been playing the games because 
I've been scared to talk to you - 
about buying a new house, about 
everything. I wasn't sure if I was 
ready to move on. If you really did 
like that country one we saw last 
week, I say we go for it.

Kara is happily surprised at Max's sudden change of heart.
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MAX
I mean it. We can do this together.

The mixture of elation and surprise means that Kara's reply 
comes out as something of question.

KARA
OK?

(beat)
Where is all of this coming from?

MAX
Just things I've been wanting to say 
for a while - decisions I was scared 
to make...

KARA
What was stopping you?

Max doesn't answer. He reaches in to kiss her. Kara thinks 
this is rather strange. But it is also rather welcome. She 
reciprocates.

THE END


