
In a response I received some months back from the UK government after signing a petition 
that would have made the addition of education on diversity and racism to all school 
curriculums mandatory, the Department of Education stated that “Racism has no place in our 
society,” but, is that true? No. What is true, however, is that 67% of hate crimes reported in 
Scotland in 2017-18 were acts of racism. What is true is that over ⅓ of force perpetrated by 
the Metropolitan Police in those same years was one in every 50 Black people, and only 1 in 
every 200 white people. What is true is that the mortality rate of Black women in the UK is 
five times more likely during pregnancy and after childbirth compared to white women. 
Racism doesn’t just have a ‘place’ in our society, it has police stations and hospital rooms, 
workplaces and public transport, 10 Downing Street and the House of Commons.  
 
Racism and police brutality are not exclusive to the United States, Black people in the United 
Kingdom walk around with a target covering their entire bodies just as fearfully. On May 3rd 
2015, 31 year old father of two Sheku Bayoh was restrained by police in Kirkcaldy, Scotland. 
Following reports of a man brandishing a knife, six police officers quickly arrived on the 
scene, and, within only thirty seconds, police utilised CS spray - a riot control agent, against 
just one man - and their batons. Bayoh was forced to the ground, face shoved down, whilst 
handcuffs and leg restraints were used, with two police officers having been witnessed 
laying across and kneeling on Bayoh’s body. Less than five minutes after the arrival of 
police, he was unconscious on the pavement, and pronounced deceased in hospital just 
ninety minutes later. A post-mortem examination carried out revealed multiple injuries 
covering his body, face, and head, along with a “deep gash” on his forehead. His cause of 
death was ruled as positional asphyxia “as a result of the position his body was in.” Sheku 
Bayoh suffered twenty-three separate injuries at the hands of Scottish law enforcement. No 
officer has ever been held accountable for the murder commited. No justice or closure has 
ever been delivered to his family who are still demanding answers for why their loved one 
never returned home that day. No knife was found - the only ‘crime’ Sheku Bayoh committed 
was being Black. It is a fact that Black people and people of colour living in London are four 
times more likely to be met with excessive force by police than white people. It is a fact that 
Black people are more than eight times more likely than their white counterparts to be 
stopped and searched by police across the United Kingdom, with such racial profiling being 
nine times more likely in London. It is a fact that, whilst the entire world was enduring a 
devastating pandemic, Black people were still being disproportionately affected by unfair 
treatment from police with ⅓ of arrests for the alleged breaching of lockdown rules being 
accounted for by London’s non-white population, as well as being two times more likley to be 
fined for such supposed behaviour. Indisputably, the UK cannot possibly be innocent when 
brutality enforced by British police officers is the reason two children will never see their 
father again, and why they will also be four times more likely to receive the same brutal 
treatment that their father died at the hands of. 
 
There is no doubt that Britain is quicker to respond with racism, rather than to racism, and 
this has only been disgracefully demonstrated further during the world’s recent months of 
protests. The facts are in the voices and experiences of Black people in Britain, whether the 
topic of discussion is the Brixton Riots of 1981 - a significant confrontation between the 
Metropolitan Police and protesters in Brixton, South London, that were sparked after a Black 
man was stabbed and did not receive adequate treatment whilst in police custody, and 
general antagonism between police officers and Black youth, or 2011’s Tottenham Riots - 
mass public unrest caused by the unlawful shooting of Mark Duggan, a 29 year old Black 



man - the claim of the UK’s innocence when it comes to savagery perpetrated by police is 
one of the utmost ignorance. Protests in support of Black lives are not a foreign concept in 
Britain. Brixton rioted for three days during April of 1981. Buildings were attacked. Cars were 
set on fire. £7.5million worth of property was damaged. Although largely condemned by the 
white British public, this reaction from anti-racist objectors was not unjust - racial profiling 
has been attacking Black people for years, with them being stopped under police suspicion 
that, because of the slightest glimpse caught of their melanin, that they are going to commit 
a crime. Thirty years later, in 2011, tensions between Britain’s Black population and law 
enforcement had not ceased, with racist behaviour such as racial profiling, disproportionate 
use of force, and deaths in police custody against people of colour continuously perpetuated. 
Following the killing of Mark Duggan, who was fatally shot in the chest by police due to their 
suspicion that he was planning an attack with a handgun, London soon saw protesters take 
to the streets in their fight for justice for Duggan after his murder was ruled as lawful. These 
protests, just like the Brixton Riots thirty years previously, were considerably criticised by the 
white British public, once again perpetuating the prioritisation of property over people of 
colour. In May 2020, the murder of George Floyd in Minneapolis, USA, brought to the 
surface Britain’s racist past and present, opening the eyes of those who may have previously 
been oblivious, and shoving it in the faces of the willfully ignorant. And, for although George 
Floyd was killed in America, Mark Duggan was killed by police gunfire in Tottenham. Sheku 
Bayoh was killed by twenty-three separate injuries inflicted by police in Kirkcaldy. Joy 
Gardener was killed as she was bound and gagged by a leather belt and 13ft of tape in 
London. To claim that the UK is the “least racist” is to say that the Black lives taken by our 
white supremacist society did not matter. “Not as bad as” does not equal innocence, it 
acknowledges compliance.  
 
Although the toppling of statues may seem like a gesture of anti-racism lacking in depth, I 
must beg the question, is it really? A list of at least 78 statues, such as the ones of Henry 
Dundas in Edinburgh, Lord Kitchener in Chatham, and Earl Roberts in Glasgow, “celebrating 
slavery and racism”, reported by Michael Alexander, was compiled to show the statues that 
pay homage to racist British figures across the UK. Seventy-eight statues of racists who 
genuinely believed that shipping other human beings across the Atlantic Ocean, stacked like 
books in the ‘tight-pack’ system, was acceptable because they were not white, remain on 
their plinths in a country that advertises itself as a diverse utopia of liberty and 
multiculturalism. Early June of 2020 saw the throwing of the statue of Edward Colston - a 
notorious British slave trader - into Bristol’s harbour by Black Lives Matter protesters in a 
display of anti-racism. The same month saw the defacing of Winston Churchill’s statue in 
Parliament Square with the spray-painting of the words ‘was a racist’ underneath his 
engraved name, along with the gathering of thousands of students under the 
#RhodesMustFall campaign outside of an Oxford college to call for the removal of the figure 
of Cecil Rhodes, an infamous coloniser. Unsurprisingly, these de-plinthings, or attempted 
de-plinthings, were met with outrage by the white people of Britain who feel it's their 
unrelenting duty to make sure that these bigots are not erased from our history. However, 
the request from anti-racist protesters isn’t to tip-ex them out of history books and never 
speak of them again, it is to simpy no longer expect Black people to honour figures of men 
who complacently enslaved, or were beneficiaries of the enslavement of, their ancestors. To 
keep these statues of racist figures on their plinths across the United Kingdom is to honour 
their racist behaviour, consequently expecting Black people to be comfortable with such an 
overt celebration of their continued oppression. Britain persistently glorifies the savages 



responsible for stealing Africans from their shores, selling them as property, subjecting them 
to torture, and being thrown from slaveships and left to drown in order to collect insurance. 
We absolutely would not erect statues of Adolf Hitler and expect Jewish people to walk past 
them, so why do we force Black people into the submission of being agreeable to respecting 
monuments of men who would have enslaved them?  
 
Racism isn’t just rampant in the form of slurs being shouted in the streets, or Black people 
disproportionately dying in police custody, instead, it can also take the form of Brits being 
outraged at the mere discussion of their beloved British characters being played by Black 
actors. Take, for example, 2014’s (and continuing) ‘Idris Elba as James Bond Scandal’ - the 
ruthlessly racist response from the British public after rumours of a Black man potentially 
playing a national treasure. Although such discussion may seem trivial, I thought the 
inclusion of responses on a Daily Mail article titled ‘James Bond producers suggest Idris 
Elba COULD take on the 007 role’ to be necessary, with comments ranging from the 
laughable “Lets have Martin Luther King played by Rowan Atkinson next”, “Not on my 
watch”, and “Good gracious...Is nothing sacred anymore?” to the indisputably bigoted “I’d 
never watch a Bond film again”, “What a politically correct mess we live in”, and even “Gotta 
keep Bond racially pure”. All it took was a rumour of someone who isn’t white playing a 
character Britain loves for the entire franchise to be denounced by the racists it once 
entertained. The possibility of this non-white casting wasn’t just critisised by Brits hiding 
behind offensive screen names, talk of this decision was also attacked by English author 
Anthony Horowitz, and former Bond star, Sir Roger Moore, with Horowitz complaining that 
Elba is too “street” to play Bond - the embodiment of slick, sophisticated, and smart, and 
Moore asserting “I think he has to remain English-English”, although he later stated that what 
he said was “lost in translation.” 2015 also saw the internet break into a flood of fury when, 
as the lead cast for the play ‘Harry Potter and the Cursed Child’ was announced, it was 
revealed that Hermione Granger was to be played by a white actress no more. To the 
dismay of racists who couldn’t bring themselves to imagine someone of intelligence, 
precociousness, and brilliance possibly being cast from outside of the default setting of 
whiteness, Hermione was played on stage by Noma Dumezweni - a Black actress of South 
African heritage. Desperately attempting to discredit this casting decision, fans of the 
franchise fixated on the line from ‘Harry Potter and the Prisoner of Azkaban’ which read: 
“Hermione’s white face was sticking out from behind a tree,” because, of course, any 
deviation from the world’s white narrative is sacrilegious. To deny Black people the 
opportunity to play powerful roles, as opposed to being reduced to the villain, Black best 
friend, or an inauthentic attempt at diversity, is to deny Black children the opportunity to see 
themselves as the hero of the story.  
 
The responsibility of creating a racism free world does not fall on the already burdened 
shoulders of the oppressed, instead, it falls on those of white people who benefit from 
systemic racism. If Black people, after suffering for more than four hundred years at the 
hands of a society desperate to treat them as less than human can fight for change, then 
white people have no excuse to remain silent. Of course, you’re not obligated to listen to, 
speak up about, or even acknowledge the racist foundations of our society, no one’s holding 
a gun to your head. But, surely, there must be a humane part of you that aches when you 
see another Black person’s name become a trending hashtag on Twitter because a police 
officer actually held one to theirs. Our white privilege - the hardships we will never have to 
endure, and the unearned benefits we have always had because of our white skin - does not 



relieve us of our 
obligation to treat people with kindness, empathy, and respect, and to demand justice for 
human beings who would have received the benefit of the doubt if they were white. In ‘Why 
I’m No Longer Talking to White People About Race’, author Renni Eddo-Lodge stated: “You 
don’t have to be the leader of a global movement or household name. It can be as small 
scale as chipping away at the warped power relations in your work place. It can be passing 
on knowledge and skills to those who wouldn’t access them otherwise. It can be creative. It 
can be informal. It doesn’t matter what it is, as long as you’re doing something.” When it 
comes to purposely disadvantaging Black people, the UK is not innocent. When it comes to 
protecting racist institutions and white supremacy, the UK is not innocent.  When it comes to 
police officers purposely perpetrating lethal force against Black people, the UK is not 
innocent. This is the civil rights movement of our time, what side of history will you be on?  
 
 
 


